
 

The Church Mouse 
Newsletter  

The First Presbyterian Church of Maywood 
              401 Maywood Ave, Maywood, NJ 07607 

 
July 2020 

July Message:  
It was Thomas Paine who wrote: “These are the 
times that try men’s* souls”.  It was true then and 
it is now, even though circumstances are wildly and 
vastly different. * (“men” meaning all people, not a 
gender difference). 
 
In the months of May, June and July there is one 
special day in each month that commemorates 
something special to our American history.  May 
30th – Memorial Day, June 14th – Flag Day and July 
4th we celebrate our nation’s independence.  On the 
front lawn of our church we have a replica of the 
Liberty Bell. This bell was a gift to our church in 
1933 when a Hackensack church united with us.  
But more of that at another time. 
 
The inscription on the “real” Liberty Bell in 
Philadelphia is based on Leviticus 25:10 “And 
proclaims liberty throughout the land to all its 
inhabitants”.  This celebration was “The year of 
Jubilee” a time to be holy.  The rules of this 
celebration were meant for the Levites who where 
God’s priests and needed these rules for doing their 
work and also to help the Israelites worship and live 
as God’s holy people.  Do you remember the verse, 
“Be holy, because I am holy”? From Lev.11:44-45. 
All of this is also appropriate for us today, living in 
the pandemic time many thousands of years later. 

 

As disciples and followers of God, our Father, and Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, we are to proclaim God’s word 
and follow His teachings.  Most of us are familiar with the Ten Commandments, (no suggestions) as found in 
Exodus 20.  There are numerous references for the Golden Rule in both the Old and New Testaments.  Let’s not 
forget Christ’s Sermon on the Mount, a.k.a the Beatitudes. (Matt. 5) Don’t forget to turn to the Greatest 
Commandment as found in Matt. 22: 36-40. At this time our freedom and liberty should mean more to us than 
mere words allow.  God works in mysterious ways and our Faith in Him and His Grace towards us is a never 
ending gift. Let us acknowledge that if we are not part of the solution to help solve the injustices that 
happen daily in our country then we must be part of the problem.  Remember that the opposite of love is not 
hate, but rather indifference.  It is time for each of us to seek God’s forgiveness for our short comings and then 
renew ourselves to Him and His Son to follow the laws and precepts as set forth for us. Then and only then, will the 
call to “Proclaim Liberty throughout the Land” ring loud and true. 
May God continue to bless America and to Him be all glory forever and ever. 

With Faith, Hope and Love,  
Betty, CLP 
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It is with happiness we share that long time Church member, 
Maywood community leader, fireman and friend, George Steger, has 
moved to Indiana to live with his daughter Debbie and her family! 
Goodbyes can be difficult, but we are joyful to know that this new 
chapter in George’s life will be wonderful and enjoyable for him. We 
were blessed to have had George sing for us each Sunday and to be a 
faithful, active member of our congregation for many years.  He will 
surely be missed.  
George’s new address is:  13047 Oxbridge Place 
                                                     Fishers, Indiana 46037 
We’re sure he would like to hear from you! Drop him a line or anyone 
who would like his phone number, please contact Carrie Werner! 
 

 

 

 

 
Lenin Barberena, Jr. has graduated from 8th grade in Maywood Public School and 
will be attending Becton Regional High School in East Rutherford next year! 
Congratulations Lenin!   We all know that you will thrive in High School and 
continue on your road to success!  
 
 

 

Word has it that Diana Bollerman and her daughter, who were involved in a terrible car 
accident this past Spring, are both doing really well! Diana has returned to her home here in town 
and continues to recuperate. Please continue to pray for their recovery.  
 

        

HAPPY BIRTHDAY to: 
 
Ethan Barberena - July 7th 
Robert Taylor - July 9th 
Carrie Werner - July 14th 
Adrienne Williams - July 19th 
 

We wish you all a happy birthday and a wonderful year ahead! 
 

We are pleased that Pastor Kevin Kwon, et al, continue to prepare Online Sunday services for 
us! Pastor Kevin has prepared 15 online church services for us thus far… many members are 
tuning in to be inspired and rejuvenated! Statistics for last week’s Father’s Day Service is up to 
56 views! That is wonderful and we really appreciate all of the hard work and expertise that goes 
into preparing this for us.  Still not in on the Services circuit? Well, a link is sent out through Email 
on Sunday morning that leads you to the YouTube page where Pastor Kevin has posted a Sunday 
Worship Service.  If you would like to be on the recipients list for either email or text access 
please text Carrie at (201) 663-5524 or email CarrieLWerner@aol.com  
 
 
Our celebrations of Independence Day are 
sure to be different this year. Even Macy’s has 
had to change their spectacular fireworks 
display into random, unannounced firework 
shows in all five NYC boroughs! One thing we 
can focus on is the tenacity of those who fought 
for our independence! Things may be difficult 
right now, but our great nation is celebrating 
another birthday and we are all blessed to be 
living in our Country and to have our Freedom!  



                                                   
                                                     Just for laughs  
 
Question: Where do boats with the virus go to get healthy?  

Answer: The dock! 
 

                                                                   
Question: Why do they call it the novel corona virus?  

Answer: It’s a long story! 

 
I’m getting so old that all my friends in Heaven 

will think I didn’t make it. 
   

**I ran out of toilet paper and had to start using old newspapers. Times are rough. 
 
**The cheese aisle in the grocery store looked like a tornado hit it. All that’s left is de brie. 
 

 
If we all stick together we will make it through this rough patch 

Please stay safe… 
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